Echocardiographic control of Swan-Ganz catheters.
In 68 patients, subxiphoidal, percordial, and suprasternal echocardiography was used to trace the Swan-Ganz catheter during its passage to the pulmonary artery and to localize its position. The localization of the catheter could be exactly identified in 62 out of 68 patients in whom we managed to obtain a suprasternal echocardiogram. In one patient, the catheter was found (by chest x-ray film) in the left pulmonary artery (LPA) and was regarded to be in the right pulmonary artery according to suprasternal echocardiography. In two patients, the catheter could not be localized by suprasternal echocardiography although it was positioned in the LPA. In three patients, the catheters could not be advanced to the pulmonary circulation and were visualized within the right ventricular cavity by precordial and subxihpoid echocardiogarphy. Thus, echocardiography, particularly the suprasternal approach, has proven a safe, reliable, and easy way for position control of Swan-Ganz catheters.